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A MURDER IN THE SCIENCE LAB SHATTERS A 
WOMAN’S QUIET AND ORDERED LIFE WHEN SHE 

DECIDES SHE MUST SOLVE THE CRIME
 HERSELF IN THIS ENTERTAINING MYSTERY.

lenty of people consider Margaret Finch odd. Six feet tall and big-
boned, she lives alone in a small cabin in the woods, drives a 

twenty-year-old truck, and schedules her life so precisely you can tell 
the time and day of the week by the chore she is doing and what she is 
wearing. But the same attributes that cause her to be labeled eccentric— 
an obsessive attention to detail and the ability to organize almost any-
thing—make her invaluable in her job as research assistant II for a talented 
and charismatic botanist. 

It’s those very same qualities, however, that also turn Margaret into a 
target after a surprising death shakes the small university where she works. 
Even as authorities claim the death appears to be from natural causes,  
Margaret fears it might be something more: a murder born of jealousy and 
dark secrets. With the aid of a newly hired and enigmatic night custodian, 
Margaret finds herself thrust into the role of detective, forcing her to con-
sider that she may not be able to find the killer before the killer finds her. 

With a cast of quirky and likable characters that one won’t soon forget,  
The Botanist’s Assistant is a delightful story of perseverance and the power 
in all of us to survive. 
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“Delightfully 
satisfying.”

—JENN McKINLAY

“One of the most charming, original novels I have read in years!”
—KATY HAYS, New York Times bestselling author of The Cloisters

“Smart, funny, bighearted.”
—MEG WAITE CLAYTON, international bestselling author of Typewriter Beach

“Margaret Finch is my new favorite accidental sleuth.”
—LESLIE KARST, author of the Orchid Isle mysteries 

Botan_9780593638118_cvr_all_r1.indd   1Botan_9780593638118_cvr_all_r1.indd   1 7/17/25   2:56 PM7/17/25   2:56 PM


